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The Law School Student Senate
(LSSS) decided last week to leave the
2L Representative seat formerly belonging to Brian Pomerantz unfilled
until the next regular election, to be
Vol. 50 No.7 held at the end of March. Until then,
there will be only one 2L Rep, Sarah
J,.oope, to act beside two 3L Reps and
\ J our 1L Reps.
g Brandon Mack, LSSS President announced the decision via email last
week. Several logistical concerns
were listed as factors in the decision.
The Spring election is held at the end
of March, so after planning and executing a special election, the newly
elected representative would only be
able to serve for four to six weeks.
Lack of interest was also cited; last
Spring the 2L Rep positions were
filled by write-in candidates.
Of primary concern in the decision
was whether the interests of 2Ls
would be fairly represented with only
one acting representative. Since four
2Ls would remain on Senate, it was
generally conceded that the secondyear class would not suffer with only
one Representative.
Pursuant to the LSSS Bylaw Constitution, a special election may be
short course offered during the sum- compelled by the acquisition of 100
mer.
student signatures from the 2L class.
The primary concern in recommending a lengthening of the Summer term is how the alteration would
affect students who will begin law
school directly after their graduation.
Extending the Summer term would
require students to either start classes
in the middle of May so as to accommodate a short break before the Fall
term or start the last week of May and
have only a few days between terms.
The former plan threatens to interfere
with the ability of graduating college
students to enter the Summer starter

Curriculum Committee to
Recommend Calendar Changes
The Curriculum Committee is set
to propose several significant changes
to the Law School's academic calendar that will affect Summer starters
and Fall starters alike. Given the current surplus in the amount of time
UM Law students spend in the classroom [See RG 19 October 1999], the
Curriculum Committee plans to recommend 13-week terms in the Fall
and Winter and a thinning out of the
first year of studies from 33-34 credits to 28-29 credits. At the same time,
the Committee may recommend
lengthening the Summer term to 13
weeks, providing room for three full
courses and Legal Practice and eliminating the need for the three-week

LSSS Decides to
Leave Vacant 2L
Representative
Position Unfilled

See CALENDAR, page 5
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A FEDERALIST VIEW OF THE
RIGHT TO PRIVACY
OPINION- By Yingtao Ho
In light of the anniversary of Roe v.
Wade, I shall cast aside the tones of
sarcasm, and attempt to inject some
rationality into the abortion debate,
which has been filled with nothing
but emotion. I shall not tell you of
stories of children who should be
here, or the process of the development of a fetus, but rather operate
from the perspective of constitutional
rights. I seek to show that a woman's
right to choose should be an issue left
up to the discretion of state legislatures, and then describe a procedure
that protects life without infringing
upon other fundamental rights also
worthy of respect.
Before going into the analytical
substance of the article, I will address
a favorite argument of the pro choice
forces.They hold that regardless of
the legality of the procedure, abortions will occur so long as promiscuity continues. In order to avoid illegal abortions which may endanger
the lives of mothers, abortions should
be legalized. To show the fallacy of
the above argument, allow me to
make the following hypothetical argument: Currently, the trade of
heroin is illegal. Because the trade of
heroin is illegal, a violent black market has developed. Over the past several decades, the violent black market has caused the deaths of hundreds
of people who made the voluntary
choice to break the law. In order to
save these lives, we should legalize
heroin, knowing ( assuming this is
true ) that legalization will lead to
higher levels of consumption, and
cause thousands more lives to be ruined per year. The reality is that laws
should not be changed simply because people who violate the laws,
who deserve to be severely punished
for their anti- social behavior, are dying in performing these illegal activities.
Now, I will discuss the issue of the

constitutional basis for the right of privacy that Justice Blackmun founded in
the Bill of Rights. The right to privacy
is based upon decisions such as
Griswold v. Connecticut and Pierce v.
Society of Sisters. In making the leap
from these prior decisions to establishing the woman's right to choose,
Blackmun ignores a key, but rarely noticed distinction between the cases. In
Griswold, the focus of the case was the
right of privacy associated with a marriage. In the education decisions of the
1920s, upon which Blackmun heavily
relies, the question was the privacy
right of the family unit, with all of its
traditions. The right to privacy, which
was derived from the penumbra of
rights surrounding the Fourth Amendment, extends to the family unit and
the private decisions that occur within
a marriage, and within a household.
The founding fathers were clearly concerned with the protection of the family against the tyrannical powers of the
state, especially given their experience
with British soldiers violating the sanctity of the home. We indeed perceive
a trace of the protection of the sanctity
of the home in the Third Amendment
as well. On the other hand, there is no
evidence that the founding fathers ever
considered the issue of a woman'sright
to choose. Further, there is nothing in
the Bill of Rights that could serve even
as the foundation that allows the right
to choose to be among the penumbra
of rights surrounding the foundation.
One could claim that the Fourth
Amendment guarantee of the 'rights of
the people to be secure in their persons'
could serve as the foundation for the
right to choose because it indicates
there is a zone of private decisions upon
which the state cannot infringe in the
same way that it guarantees the right
for families to create such a zone of
protection for the decisions made
within the family. However, in our
history while the right of the family has
beenlongrecognized.. it's also been recognized that individuals are subject to

The issue of when life begins
is one important to the
creation, rather than the
interpretation of laws.
Fundamentally, the question
of when life begins is one
belonging to the legislature,
and not the courts.
the police power of the state. Otherwise, there would be no need for a Bill
of Rights, which creates specific immunities against the exercise of police
power. This distinction between the
family and the individual has been recognized since the times of Greece and
Rome in Western civilization. While
the state does not have the power to
enter into the sphere of the family,
where the powers of the paterfamilias
is supreme, it does have the power to
regulate the individual outside the family. Therefore, just because a right to
privacy exists for the family does not
mean a similar right exists for the individual. It is thus not clear that there is
such a right to privacy for the individual among the penumbra of rights
surrounding the Bill of Rights.
The second place where one may
look to find the right to privacy is in
the Ninth Amendment, and this was
where Justice Goldberg looked in his
concurrence to the Griswold decision.
According to some, this Amendment
creates for the Court an open invitation
to add other rights to those specifically
enumerated in the Bill of Rights. The
key word in the Amendment, though.
is the word 'retained' because this word
suggests an original intent construction
of the Ninth Amendment. The word
'retained' suggests that the rights that
shouldn't be denied or disparaged
were enjoyed by the people before the
adoption of the constitution, otherwise
these rights could not be said to be retained, but rather must be created. Every right that could be linked to the
Ninth Amendment, then, must be a

----------------illl=~==t~==~=t=~t=a=t===2=5=}=a=nu=a=rp=2=0=00======~========3~11
right that was enjoyed by the people family unit, perhaps that decision compelling state interest. For exof the colonies before the ratification of should be respected by the state. ample, during a time of war the freethe constitution. At that time, individu- However, the above argument only dom of speech may be curtailed, even
als were clearly subject to the police works upon the premise that a fetus though such a freedom is guaranteed
power of the state, and the right to pri- should not be considered to be a per- by the First Amendment. In the case
vacy for the individual was not recog- son, and therefore the state can not of abortions, the state has perhaps the
nized. Therefore, it can be assumed intervene on behalf of the fetus. The most compelling interest of them all:
determination of each fetus that is aborted has the pothat the right to privacy is not included When a woman wishes to whether a fetus tential to be an individual so uniquely
should be considered construed as to dramatically change
in the Ninth Amendobtain
an
abortion,
she
person is a scientific society for the better. While the ena
ment.
The third place should apply to special one, and one that the vironment has a significant influence
where one may look judges, whose job it is to Supreme Court is in on the development of people such
is the Due Process make the determination no position to make. as Martin Luther King, Albert
Within the frame- Einstein, and Ronald Reagan, these
clause of the Fourbased upon fadors
teenth Amendment.
work of oral argu- people were also endowed by birth
Over the past de- recognized by the state. ments, the Supreme with certain abilities and predisposicades, in issues of
Court cannot hear tions that made their later developthe
volume
of
scientific testimony ment possible. The state has a compersonal liberty the second part of
that clause 'without the due process necessary to make such a determina- pelling interest, for the sake of its soof law ' has been ignored, and the tion. On the other hand, a legislature ciety, which may benefit from such a
concept of substantive due process can devote many days to listen to sci- development, to make sure the next
has been introduced. Without disput- entific experts, who furnish them a Albert Einstein is not aborted before
ing the philosophical basis for the much better basis for such a decision. birth.
Above, it's been clearly shown that
substantive due process doctrine, it's The issue of when life begins is one
clear that the right of personal liberty important to the creation, rather than the right to individual privacy as condoes not include the right to personal the interpretation of laws. Fundaprivacy. The Fourteenth Amendment mentally, the question of when life beSee YINGTAO, page 10
is the cross application of the rights gins is one beof the federal government to the longing to the
states. Since the legislators never legislature, and
specified how the protection of liberty not the courts.
HICKEY-FREEMAN
the
against the state legislatures should Since
be different from the protection Courts should
against congress, one should assume not make the
FREESIDRTS*
that no additional restraints are determination
placed upon the state government of when life beCustom Made
that's not placed upon the federal gins, even for
Suits
government in the category of liberty. married
Not surprisingly, in opinions such as couples the
Save 40 o/o off suuested retail prices
Justice White's concurrence in right to have an
Select from the world · s finest fabrics
Griswold, the right to liberty was re- abortion is one
especially our Loro Pi:ma's super I20' s
Tasmanian wool. Gerting the proper fit
stricted to the liberty of the family, to be deterand the correct style is our goal during
our last custom made show of the year.
rather than that of the individual's mined by the
Contact your local repres.entative for
preview before our show.
sneak
personal relations with the state. legislature ,
While in the literature one can see rather than the
some conception of the ' basic civil courts.
*Receive two free Hickey-Freeman dress shirts with every custom made suit
rights of man', there is no evidence
Finally, it's a
riced from $800.
in the literature that such civil rights recognized
go beyond those guaranteed in the principle of
Michigan Clothiers
Bill of Rights.
constitutional
Under Student Entrepreneurship Since 1989
At this point, one group of people law that a right
Karun Naga, 2L
320-6957
still may enjoy a constitutionally guaranteed by
knaga@umich .edu
guaranteed right to abortion: the the constitution
MichiganCJothiers@hotmail.com
family unit. Since a decision to have can be inWe will be in the law school and business school the week of
an abortion made by a married fringed upon a
February 7 to take orders. Please contact us for an appoinnnent.
couple is a decision made within the showing
of
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By Sarah Warbelow

"To whom much has been given, much is expected."
From the time I can remember my mother quoted (or likely misquoted)
Rose Kennedy as a way to instill in her children a sense of responsibility to
our community, our nation and our world. Particularly to those people who
had not been given the privileges so many take for granted. When I read
Ymgtao Ho' s article In defense of the Corporation (Or- Haw I Manage to Live with
Myselj) [RG 1 December 1999]my stomach turned. I sat reading a piece that
offended everything I have within me.
Where is it that so many of "the do-gooders of our so society feel so unfulfilled with their lives that they convince themselves of their worth and become willfully blind to their inadequacies"? The "do-gooders" I have been
fortunate enough to know have been very fulfilled with their lives. As a child
I lived in a unique community where most people had attained a much higher
education than average- many people had at least a masters and several had
a Ph.D.- and yet these people made very little money because they devoted
their lives to public service. Never in my life have I seen as many truly happy
adults as I did in the little urban community of my childhood. To this day,
those people remain among the happiest adults I know.
I am not trying to convince everyone to enter public service. Reality is that
we need people to fill every sector. But I do resent the implication that I am
wasting my time and money by attending U of M Law School since my intenWhat ever happened to
tion is to pursue public interest work. education for learning's
Many of us interested in public service
attend Uof M for the prestige that sake or using your educaYmgtao Ho does - we just plan to use
tion to positively affect
the prestige in differing ways. I hope
the lives of others?
that, by entering the public sector from
such a renowned law school, people will sit up and take notice of what I do. I
hope that the prestige will impress on others the value of public service work.
Plus, I hope to hit up all of my classmates who used the prestige to make
millions for charitable donations to the causes I work for.
I feel sad that there are people in this world for whom money is everything.
I too see law school as "an investment which can generate returns at an awesome rate." But money is not the only type of return. What ever happened to
education for learning's sake or using your education to positively affect the
lives of others? I would like to think that Ho is alone in his sentiment that "it
is irrelevant to me whether I am helping other people and thus decreasing the
enormous pool of misery in our country by just a little." After all, doesn't
every little bit count? I know you've heard it time and time again, but imagine what a difference we could make if we all contributed just a little. I would
like to see someone look into the eyes of a destitute child and say "it is irrelevant".
This is not to say that working for a corporation or firm is some sort of sin.
People doing this type of work can make monetary contributions which are
much needed or even engage in pro bono work. With a little creativity there
are endless ways to contribute. But when you find yourself demeaning other
peoples' work to make your work seem more respectable, maybe it is time to
do a little soul searching.
•

CALENDAR, from page 1
section, since many graduate mere
days before the beginning of the Summer term already.
Another option afforded by the
ABA' s altered requirements is to stick
with the 11-week Summer term and
offer a two-week, two-credit course
instead of the current three-week,
three-credit course that is offered during August. 1his shorter compressed
course could be offered at either end
of the Summer term, in May or in
August.
According to Professor Richard
Friedman, chair of the Curriculum
Committee, the majority of currently
enrolled Summer starters likes the
idea of extending the Summer term
to 13 weeks. Any alteration to the calendar must be approved by the administration, so it is unsure what the
ultimate result will be. Contact Kathy
Silvey or George Avila, the student
members of the Curriculum Committee, for more information or to offer
input.

•

UIIIAW SaiOOl T.t\atES GENDER
EQUITY IN SaiOOl.t\THI.ITICS
The University of Michigan Journal
of Law Reform is sponsoring the symposium "Competing in the 21st Century: Title IX, Gender Equity, and
Athletics" scheduled for February 45. Come hear discussions on the controversial issue of the evolution of
gender equity in athletics both in high
school and collegiate athletics. The
program is open to the public and will
be held in room 100 Hutchins Hall at
the comer of Monroe and State Streets
in Ann Arbor.
Practitioners and experts will participate in six panels during the symposium to promote critical discussion
of Title IX and its application to athletics. Scheduled panelists include:
* Norma V. Cantu, assistant secretary
for Gvil Rights, U.S. Department of
Education;
*Jim Delany, commissioner of the Big
Ten Conference;
* Curt Levey, director of Legal and
Public Affairs at the Center for Individual Rights- who is currently representing Miami University athletes
in a Title IX lawsuit.
In addition to the panels, there will
be a presentation by Tom Goss, director of Athletics at the University of

Michigan and keynote addresses by
Dr. Christine H. B. Grant, Women's
Athletic Director at the University of
Iowa, and Donna Lopiano, executive
director of the Women's Sports Foundation. The symposium will close
with a banquet at the Campus Inn in
Ann Arbor at which Donna Lopiano
will be the keynote speaker.
Symposium general audience admission is $35. There is no charge to
students, faculty, or staff of the University of Michigan. Banquet reservations are separate and the fees are: $25
for students, faculty, and staff of the
University, and $30 for non-University attendees. Advance registration is
required and the registration deadline
is January 31. Send checks payable to
the University of Michigan Journal of
Law Reform, University of Michigan
Law School, 625 South State Street,
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1215, or fax your
intent to register to (734) 764-6043.
For more information, contact Julia
Blankertz or Shannon Kimball at (734)
763-2195. A complete program is
available on the Web at <http:/ I
www.law.umich.edu I pubs I journals/ mjlr I symposiu.htm>. •
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A Dream Job
By Ingrid Sprangle
This issues interview is with Dana Schmitt, a woman whose millennium is offto a wonderful start
- she just landed her "dream job." Ms. Schmitt has recently been named Vice President and
General Counsel of General Spons and Entenainment, a spons and entenainment marketing,
consulting and numagement comparry, based in Rochester, Michigan. Ms. Schmitt grew up in
Sterling Heights, Michigan, a huge fan of the Detroit Tigers. She earned her B.A. in Political
Science from the University of Michigan in 1992 after having spent the summer interning with
Michigan Senator Carl Levin. Ms. Schmitt went on to earn her J.D. from UM in 1995. While in
law school, she was a Senior Judge and an assocuue editor for the Journal oflAw Reform. After
graduating from law school, Ms. Schmitt joined the Chicago law firm of Blatt, Hammesjahr &
Eaton, where she practiced insurance coverage defense litigation for jour years, before /aruling
her "dream job" at General Spons and Entertainment.

Q: What was the most important thing
you learned in law school? the most
useless?
A: ... One thing that you realize after you
graduate is that much of what you learn
in law school is actually useful in your
practice. (/) The most "useless" thing I
learned was how to Shepardize by using
books. (Just as I suspected... ). My old
law firm didn't even have any law books.
We did all of our research on-line.
Q: When you were in law school what
kind of work did you think you wanted
to do after you graduated?
A: ... I knew that I wanted to work either in sports or politics one day. I did a
lot of research on trying to get into sports
directly out of law school, but that is
pretty difficult unless you're willing to
do some unpaid internships to build a resume and contacts. The industry is very
competitive. I had already done several
unpaid internships, and I wasn't in a position to do another. I ultimately decided
that it would be in my best interest to get
the experience of working in a firm for a
couple of years before I tried to move in
a new direction. I wanted to develop real
lawyering skills in a setting where I
would have a mentor, and I was fortunate to have a great one at my firm.
Q: How did you decide it was time to
leave firm work for the work you do
now?
A: About two and one-half years into my
job at BHE, I started to think about moving on to a career in sports. I felt like I
was learning a lot, but I also knew that I
only had a certain window of opportunity to make a move. Ifl stayed too long,

I felt I would be cast in a litigator mold
forever, and I also knew that the closer I
got to partnership, the harder it might be
to turn down the money ...

Q: How did you get the job you have
now?
A: ... I met Andy Appleby, the founder
of General Sports and former Senior V.P.
of the Detroit Pistons, through my
brother-in-law, who knew I wanted to
make a move and who had done some
work with Andy ... In the tremendously
competitive sports industry, I was really
fortunate to meet Andy. He has given me
the opportunity to have my dream job.
Q: Do you have any advice for law students about how to choose a job?
A: ... I think the law firm experience is
good for a while, but if you find you don't
like it, don't get trapped by the money.
Money will never make you happy. If
you spend most of your life working, you
owe it to yourselves to think about what
type of work you really want to do.
Q: What are your responsibilities as
V.P. and General Counsel?
A: I deal with any legal issue facing the
company, from drafting and reviewing
contracts, to trademark and copyright issues, to employment law issues. I spend
a great deal of time thinking about the
company structure and the best strategic
plan for future divisions and subsidiaries. I work on many issues related to the
management of our minor league baseball team, the Fort Wayne Wizards ... We
are looking at the possible acquisition of
several other minor league teams right
now, and I am very involved in that pro-

cess .. [W]e are very busy. I certainly
feel challenged by this job.

Q: What do you think it takes to succeed in your line of work?
A: Total energy all the time. Persistence.
Confidence in the ability to turn failures
into successes. The ability to develop
great relationships with clients and associates in the industry. This business is
entirely based on relationships.
Q: Where do you think your company
is headed?
A: Our vision is to take sport and entertainment marketing, consulting and management to a new level ... We plan to continue to develop our existing divisions,
and to roll out new divisions and projects,
like our upcoming General Sports Academy - a one-week primer course for
people looking to enter the sports and entertainment industry that will be held ...
at the end of May/beginning of June. We
will take General Sports as big as our
business allows us. We aren't saying
we're going to be the next Nike, but we
might be, and we have already done a
great deal to build our brand throughout
the industry.
Interviewer's Note: General Sports and
Entenainment is currently hiring interns.
According to Ms. Schmitt: "If you are
truly committed to finding a job in sports,
an internship with General Sports would
help you start to gain experience, build a
resume, and make connections in the industry." The job notice can be found in
the Office of Career Services.

•

----------til

l\.eg ®tgtat

•

.25 .Januarp .2000

By Bruce Manning

At the end of my most recent take-home
exam, I wrote "This exam has 2966 words,
partially including the words written on this
page. You should not read this page if you
are counting these words toward my limit
In fact, stop now. (Word 3000).
The professor had promised that she
would not read any words beyond the 3<XXJd'
under any circumstances. This is good
policy because it prevents gunners from
uploading huge pre-written treatises and because it forces students to balance thinking
against typing any and all words they can.
On the other hand, the strict word limit
also gives the student an opportunity to
vent. So I continued on ...
"Your instruction sheet is at once condescending and outlandishly harsh. If you are
holding my poor spelling, grammar and
general lack of clarity against me in grading my exam (as item 9 indicates you will),
I feel I must do the same for you. And to
an even greater degree because you had
nearly unlimited time in which to write the
exam (which I do not, see item 2) and because you could have availed yourself of
the services of an editor (which I may not,
see item 8).
"In your exam, you will find a misplaced
preposition in the very first sentence. Also
in Question I, the amount of damage done
to the automobile changes from $12,000 to
$8,000 between subparts two and three, despite the helpful note that begins subpart
three that its facts are the 'same as (2)
above.' In subpart four you have forgotten
at least one word as the question makes no
sense as currently written.
"Here are two juicy errors from Question II: You ask for specific information
about statutes of limitation and damages
without providing specific dates for either
the day of the hypothetical or for a number
of crucial dates in the past The first full
paragraph on page five ofQuestion II closes

with a pronoun without a clear antecedent
"While I appreciate your attempt to ask
five different policy questions within the
response word limit of750 words in Question III, I wonder just how reflective I can
be on the broader issues of this class in that
space. And you'll see a subjectlverb agreement problem in subpart one and a comma
splice in subpart three.
"I am more than willing to accept the Cyou give me as a result of my poor use of
case law, my failure to spot critical issues
or deal appropriately with matters of grave

Manyfadors go into
grading an exam,
including constipation
and whether the kids
are crying and if the
in-laws are over and
ifitissunny.
legal importance. I will accept the C- you
give me if you can't understand my sentences or read my scribble. I do not see
why I should accept a C- from you if my
proofreading doesnt catch every error in my
exam as your didn't do any better.
"I think you should either admit that
people make written mistakes, especially
without the benefit of peer-review in a
cramped 24-hour context, and simply ask
everyone to try their best, or give us an exam
free from the 'poor grammar, spelling, and
general lack of clarity' you so detest"
As I finished that rant, I smiled to myself
that I was protected from the recriminations
of my caviling by the word limit rule of
item 6. I printed the sucker out, following
the specifics of item 4, turned it in, and went

to drown my sorrows at Touchdowns. After my fourth pitcher, I had a revelation.
Why are there grades in law school? One
of the reasons misuse of the elusive English
subjunctive counts against me in my takehome is because it is nigh impossible for a
professor to make B-IB, BIB+ and even B+/
A- distinctions of any validity over 80 different exams when the range of good answers to a question is huge.
Many factors go into grading an exam,
including constipation and whether the kids
are crying and if the in-laws are over and if
it is sunny. All of these things mean that
one professor's B+ on Tuesday might be
the same professor's B-on Thursday. Most
professors will admit that grading is an
imprecise process yet we all know it is one
to which precision is imputed.
Grades unnaturally condense a term's
worth of learning into a four or 24-hour
period, force trivial distinctions with potentially significant disparate results, and privilege a particular type of learning and performance which lacks a clear relationship
to the practice of law.
The Law School should adopt a system
of all Pass/Fail in the first year and Honors/Pass/Fail in the remaining years. For
the Supreme Court Oerkship compulsive,
the school should allow professors the discretion to use an occasional High Honors.
The Law School, standing behind the quality of its instruction, professors, admissions
process, and academic culture, should force
employers and judges to find other distinctions among us.
If you think I'm wrong, write a nasty
letter to this publication and let me know
why - then we'll have something we can
debate about. (Oops, I ended a sentence
with a preposition- I meant, "about which
we can debate.")
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MY New Year's Resotufion is•\~- [ompnanl

By Hannah Mufson
This year, I think that everyone

-. .. , •

\ I / )_./

a huge backlash from Y2K. N e.W- -tided to donate more of your time to
Year's
resolutions are much more charity as a New Year's goaL You obshould take their New Year's resoludangerous,
because they have the po- viously can't donate any money, since
tions very seriously. After all, this is
tential
to
be
broken at any time, thus you direct deposit your loan check, as
the year 2000. Anything could hap,.,..,,~"""''~·
~
~~h-1
or, perhaps, a well as any babysitting money, mailpen. True, none of the predicted
in rebates and pocket change into
glitches actually materialized. Time
scenario: your Michigan bursar account So,
didn't stop, the world didn't end, all
stair-stepping you volunteer at your local soup
computers (except the really ua•Lo::k\.u
thighs in 30 days on kitchen. Unfortunately, one day, you
ones) are still working and
evil StairMaster rna- have too much work to be able to voldidn't spit Jl1!Jne}'""Fa1~rril
~···
........
,~.,.
....
, at the Intramural unteer. You have been up half of the
street at
Building. Suddenly, you real- night reading, and even the drugs
that your thighs will never be thin, aren't making the book any more
that your New Year's resolution was comprehensible (even though they're
silly, and that the only people to truly making your reflection in the mirror
have thin thighs are cut-out dolls and absolutely riveting). You call to canBarbie. You decide to break your New cel. One of two things will happen.
Year's resolution of going to the gym Either the food will all spoil, in a fasttwice a day. Bad move. Your forward-nature-channel-time-lapseSatanStairMaster, somehow sensing photography kind of way, or the enyour thoughts (don't they always?) re- tire kitchen will blow up. Most Y2K
alizes that a New Year's resolution has malfunctions involve explosions.
just been broken. It immediately goes Now, there is no food for the needy
into freak-out- or there is only a smoking hole in the
Y2K mode. It ground where the shelter used to be.
will either go so Both of these choices will probably
fast that your trigger some sort of exhaustive fedHICKEY-FREEMAN
thighs will be eral investigation, in which your illethin by the end of gal drug use will be revealed, thus
the workout, ending your law career forever.
Suit Separates.com
thus causing the Again, this would not be a good thing.
Therefore, the best thing to do is to
machine to begin
to smoke, and, not make any New Year's resolutions
then, just as you at all. That way, nothing will happen
Only
finish wiping it when you have three servings of
down with di- double chocolate fudge chip triple
Save 50% off su•sesred """' 5!09~
luted
bleach so- layer cake or when you are rude to
Enjoy the comfon: of selecting any size
coat and any size uouser in a wide vanery
lution,
explode. your parents. Unfortunately, most of
of all wool fabri cs from the new
Hkkey·Freeman
Ltd.
Collection.
Or,
it
will
refuse you have probably already made your
featuring the new three button stvk: in a
softer declining tailored shoulder, Hickeyto move and the resolutions. The only advice I have is
Freeman accents this new look with an
little red-dot to proceed very carefully. You defiEuropean influenced silhouette. Contact
your local Hickey-Freeman student
screen -will say, nitely don't want any exploding relarepresentative for a special sneak preview
before our show.
"Karaoke OK tives or material goods on your hands,
Karaoke." Nei- since that can lead to awkward questher of these al- tions. The best course of action is to
Michh::an Clothiers
ternatives is very attempt not to break your New Year's
Under Student Entrepreneurship Since 1989
good
in terms of resolutions at alL If you do, and are
Karun Naga, 2L
320-6957
becoming
fit then confronted with a TV that only
knaga@umich.edu
while staying receives static or Barney, don't say I
MichiganClothiers@hotmail. com
didn't warn you.
mentally sane.
We will be in the law school and business school the week of
February 7 to take orders. Please contact us for an appointment.
Or, perhaps
you have de-
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DVD Reviews
By Karl G. Nelson

Monty Python's Flying Circus
A&E now owns the rights to the old
episodes of Monty Python's Flying
Circus, and they've wasted no time
exploiting the DVD format. Or are
they exploiting Monty Python? Four
sets of DVDs (and VHS videos) have
been released so far, with more on the
horizon. Now the owner of sets 1 and
2, I am proud to report that the legacy
of Monty Python has been
memorialized properly by the
standard-setting conception and
execution of these discs.
The idea is simple: release the
episodes of Monty Python's classic
television show in the order they
were broadcast, with no interruption
or editing. Set 1 contains episodes 1
to 6; set 2 contains episodes 7 to 13.
And with each episode running 30 to
40 minutes, I'd say I successfully (and
fulfillingly) wasted a good seven
hours over the break without seeing
the same sketch twice.
While the original broadcasts are
indeed the best part of the sets, there
are bonus features available only on
DVD that make the additional cost
over VHS worthwhile. The menu is
rife with options, from biographies of
the cast members to clips from live
shows. Additional animated footage

takes the cake- when it comes to several audio tracks
vulgar, meticulously arranged paper to accompany the
cutouts, the more the better. Don't video track. Foreign films, for
think you'll be satisfied with only one example, can be watched in either the
or two sets, however; A&E has been original language or dubbed into
kind enough to include previews of English, so there's no more need to
later episodes that, damn, I just have have two copies of the same movie
to own.
at the video store. This ability has
Monty Python's pseudo-movie And been exploited in quite an interesting
Now For Something Completely way on Clerks, however: You can
Different included most of their best watch the entire movie accompanied
sketches, but an hour and a half is not by a running commentary from
nearly enough for a true junkie. director Kevin Smith and several
Thank goodness A&E bought the members of the cast and crew. Here
rights to Flying Circus - can you is where you find the most intriguing
imagine what would have happened background information on the
if the high bidder had been, say, making and execution of the film, so
QVC?
you can amaze your friends with
your knowledge as you watch it with
them on some inferior medium like
VHS. You will surely be kicked out
of the room before the first bowl of
popcorn is finished.
The other particularly interesting
feature of this disc is the collection of
scenes that were left on the editing
room floor, including the alternate
ending that is sure to polarize opinion
among fans and non-fans alike. Most
of these scenes ended up on the
editing room floor for a reason, but
they're still interesting to see. It's
rather ironic that none of the deleted
scenes includes flubbed lines- those
all made it into the final cut of the
film.
The only problem with the Clerks
DVD
is the price.
Miramax
Clerks
apparently
suffers
from
a Disney
DVD offers digital sound with the
complex
with
regards
to
their
Kevin
highest resolution video available to
Smith
movies;
retail
price
is
$35
to
the public outside a movie theater. In
$40,
which
is
ridiculous.
But
while
other words, it's the perfect medium
on which to view a low budget black Disney charges an equal amount for
and white film with sound on par a DVD with no features beyond the
with a good home video recording. inclusion of the theatrical trailer and
one alternative audio track (not even
Uh, excuse me?
Cue Rod Roddy- the reason to own widescreen format is available),
Clerks on DVD is in the fabulous special Miramax at lest stretches the disc's
features! available only on the digital ability to the max. All those twentyformat. By far the coolest feature of somethings will just have to sell a few
DVD is the ability to choose among of their internet stock holdings.
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YINGTAO, from page 3

By YingttuJ Ho
Having removed the pretenders, it is
now time for that most holy ofAmerican
institutions- THE SUPER BOWL. At
Vegas, it is amateur night: Of the more
than one hundred million dollars legally
betted on the Super Bowl evecy year, most
are laid down by fools who did not closely
follow football all year. Consequently,
the betting line, the spread that odds-makers use to make sure equal amounts are
betted on both sides, is usually at least
three to five points off what it should be.
Below you can find an insider's analysis
ofthe Super Bowl. Use it wisely, and you
can attend law school for free.
RAMS OFFENSEAGAINSTTITANS
DEFENSE: Despite having Marshall
Faulk, the Rams are not a good running
team. In the passing game, the Rams are
facing perhaps the best pass rush in football as the Titans racked up 51 sacks during the regular season. Therefore, the
Rams will not throw the ball vertically
down the field. Instead, you will see a lot
of three step drops from Kurt Warner and
little slants and hooks five to fifteen yards
down the field. As the Bucs defense
showed, if a defense can tackle extremely
well against such an offensive set, it can
contain the Rams offense. However, the
Rams have the fastest set ofrunning backs
and receivers in football, and the Titans
don't have the type ofdefensive speed that
the Bucs possess. Further, Titans' best
tackler in the secondary, strong safety
Robertson, broke his ankle against the
Jaguars. Also, when the Titans play zone
defense, there is an opening in the zone
for the tight end. Look for the Rams to
exploit that opening. Advantage: Rams
offense.
TITANS OFFENSE AGAINST RAMS
DEFENSE: Throughout the season, the
Titans' offense was predicated upon the
power running of Eddie George. Look
for the Rams to keep a safety near the line
of scrimmage, and contain George early
in the game. In the passing game, Steve
McNair has the weapons to hurt the Rams
defense. Kevin Dyson, the Titans best
deep threat, will be neutralized by one of

the best cornerbacks in football, Todd
Lyght of the Rams. Yauncey Thigpen, or
if he can't go the other receivers of the
Titans will have success against a mediocre Rams secondary. Look also for Eddie
George, coming out of the backfield, and
pro bowl tight end Frankie Wycheck to
gain large chunks of yardage up the
middle of the field. As the Rams defense
starts retreating, their linebackers will start
to get on their heels, and look for George
to start to pile up the yardage, and keep
the Rams offense on the sideline. The X
factor in this matchup is the scrambling
ability ofMcNair, who at 240 pounds has
the size, toughness and speed of a running back. While the Rams defense has
rushed the passer well during the year,
they have not faced an offensive line the
quality of the Titans all year. Advantage:
Titans offense.
SPECIALTY TEAMS: Both teams
have outstanding returning games, and potential game breakers in both the punt return and kickoff return games. Titans
cover kicks better than the Rams do, but
the Titans have been hurt during the season by short kickoffs and poor punts.
What makes the difference in the specialty
teams category is the injury to Rams
kicker Jeff Wilkens, who can't convert a
kick outside of 35 yards. AI Del Greco,
on the other hand, is a very solid kicker
for the Titans. Advantage: Titans
INTANGIBLES: Two other things
swing in favor of the Titans. First, the
Titans were among the league leaders in
take aways thanks to one of the hardest
hitting defenses in football. Look for the
freakJevon Kearse to wreck a little havoc
in the Rams backfield. Second, the Titans have played in more tough games this
year than the Rams have, and thus have
more experience when the game is on the
line. The Rams, on the other hand, are 12 in games decided by less than 7 points.
PREDICTED SPREAD AT KICKOFF:
Rams by 6 and 1/2
Pick: Titans 27 Rams 17
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strued by Blackmun does not exist in
the constitution, and further that the
state has the right to legislate against
such a right even if it does exist. At
this point, it's clear that Roe v. Wade
should be overturned because the
Court over-reached in making the decision, and the abortion question
should be one left to the states.
The next problem that must be addressed is the conditions that are created when different states have different laws on abortion. The resident
from a state that outlaws abortions
may circumvent her state's laws by
getting one from a neighboring state
that allows abortions. One solution is
that a state that allows abortions can
only provide abortions to persons
holding a valid driver's license in that
state. Further, a person may not obtain an abortion in a state if she has
held the driver's license for less than
nine months. While states usually respect the laws of other states of the
Union, the legislative response to
Hawaii's gay marriage proposal indicates this respect is not obligatory.
Lastly, I wish to suggest a procedure that states may adopt to decide
which abortions to allow, and which
to not allow. The state should recognize both the woman's right to have
an abortion, even though it is not a
constitutional right, and the fetus'
right to life. It should also take into
consideration other factors such as
the possibility of the next Einstein
and the moral implications of a permissive attitude toward abortions.
When a woman wishes to obtain an
abortion, she should apply to special
judges, whose job it is to make the determination based upon factors recognized by the state. The decision of
the judges should be based upon certain baselines: An abortion for the
sake of convenience is not given permission, while an abortion following
traumatic rape or incest is almost always permissible. This, I believe, is
the best way to balance the variety of
interests surrounding the abortion
question.
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What Doesn •t Kill You Makes
You Stronser. risht?
By Wei-Drin Lee
One of the darker moments of my life
came upon me when I found myself in
the core of sub-2 surrounded by civil
procedure reserve materials, two
weeks before my first exam. There was
nothing particularly onerous about the
innocently Xeroxed pages except that I
was viewing them with ignorance, confusion. and did I mention big, horrible,
quivering tears? At least I was crying
silent tears, which allowed me to hide
my angst by putting my hand over my
head, as if in deep civil-procedural
thought. But I knew better.
And I also knew I had to leave the
premises fast Any minute, a classmate
might walk in and I would be caught
in my deep, multifaceted shame. I
wiped away the remnants of exam
panic, cursed myself as my eyes dutifully refilled with misery, and finally
decided I was a walking time-bomb
who needed a quiet, private place to
sob like a banshee as soon as possible.
It was a long walk back to my apartment. I stopped off at my locker to do
a museless exchange - one dreaded
book for another - but even this dropoff was to be a spiritual obstacle. My
eyes continued to blur as the tears kept
swelling. Suddenly, my combination
lock loomed before me as a huge, monstrous metaphor for my life; I was
locked out and it seemed doubtful that
I would ever get inside. I could not see
the numbers through the "condensation" in my eyes. My turns kept overshooting the right combination. Over
and over, the padlock refused me, ridiculed me in my most humorless hour,
and worse of all, left me with extraordinarily heavy books I did not need at
the moment.
They say the first year experience is
supposed to be boot camp, supposed
to break you, supposed to make you
wonder constantly if you're in the right

place, but through it all, I didn't believe as a 2L, I am happy to report to those
it would be that bad. After all, I was a of you who found yourselves similarly
fully evolved person. The braces came afflicted by sample exams and test-takoff years ago, the undergraduate de- ing anxiety- there is definitely life afgree was already conquered, and I ter exams after all. The good news is
could even feed myself solid foods that class notes that look like gibberish
when shown good cause. Surely, it was can be enlightening if you treat them
time to conquer the world!
like Magic Eye posters - tilt your head
Or have exam period conquer me. I back,. squint ever so slightly, and let it
envied my classmates, particularly the reach out to you.
gunners, who were probably eating up
It is too bad that perspective cannot be
hornbooks, tearing through their class bottled and sold on the open mar:ket benotes, flushed with adrenaline. In my cause I suspect one could finance an exhysteria, I gathered my own scraggly travagantinvestment- say, perhaps, alenotes in my arms, pondered over the va- gal education- with all the proceeds. But
cant spaces and indecipherable loops in in the meantime, breathe easy. You're in
my handwriting that could have only the clear. Congratulations lLs for finishmeantalossofconsciousness-and rursed ing your first semester.
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myself for being
too righteous for - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -......
coffee.
Close to thirteen books lay
HICKEY-FREEMAN
open on my
apartmentfloor. I
Super tOO's Blazer.com
hoped such a
physical orientation might be a
Only
better invitation
to the information
Save 40% oa~uw:vwn:uil !?!i«ots:95
to enter my wide
open,
empty
Enjoy the all u.·ool navy blazer from the
Hickey· Fttem:m Ltd. collection in the · new
three button sryle. Tailored only the way
brain. I opened a
H.ickev·freeman can and accented with a new
softer ·declining European influenced silhouette .
hornbook.
I
cloth to wear
You "''ill enjoy this perfect
opened
the
for all occasions any time during the yi!M.
Detailed perfectly , eveo down to the antique
facebook .
I
coin buttons. Order one today by contacting
your loca.l representative.
opened
the
phonebook. I
opened every
damn book I
Michigan Clothiers
could think of.
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Soon. the faces of
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my classmates
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and all of greater
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MichiganClothiers@hotmail.com
Ann Arbor were
We will be in the law school and business school the week of
mocking me.
February 7 to take orders. Please contact us for an appointment
One year later,

$300

"'~ igh t

yo

th
pa..

Oks,
ink
e
dy.

textbooks and 91:lt_them in one to three business days. It's also completely
smile to students of law or any other subject.

SAVE UP TO 40% ON TEXTBOOI{S.
Savings off distributor's suggested price. Books delivered In no more than three business days. Some restrictions apply. See site for details.

